SEND Newsletter
September 2024

	SEND@Stebbing
I hope you had a fantastic summer break! For those of you who are new to the school, my name is Mrs. Lewis, and I am the SENCo at Stebbing Primary. If you have any questions about your child’s learning or development, their class teacher should be your first point of contact. The teacher will consult with me if additional support is needed for planning or identifying next steps.
If you’d like more general information about SEND provision at Stebbing or want to discuss a specific issue, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. You can reach me by email, phone, or by stopping by the Office to arrange a meeting. My working days are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and my email address is SENCO@stebbingprimary.co.uk.
I look forward to working with some of you and your children in the coming year.

	SEND Family Forums
Each half term, we host a forum for parents, carers, and other family members. All families are welcome to attend, regardless of whether your child has an identified special need. The forum is a great opportunity to learn more about the support available at Stebbing and to connect with other families who may share similar experiences. Occasionally, we also offer workshops during these sessions, led by school staff or guest speakers. Stay tuned for updates on what's coming up this year!

The first SEND Family Forum will be held on Thursday the 19th of September at 9am. [image: ]
Dates for the following meetings are as follows:
· Wednesday 13th of November at 2pm
· Monday 13th of January at 9am
· Thursday 6th of March at 2pm
· Monday 28th April at 9am
· Wednesday 25th of June at 2pm
I look forward to welcoming you at our first forum 
next week.

	SEND Family Consultations - One Plan reviews
For children with One Plans, we will continue holding our termly SEND Consultations to review their progress. It’s helpful if you can attend your child’s Consultation on the scheduled dates, as this allows staff to promptly set new targets and put new provisions in place at the start of each term, ensuring no delays.

The first SEND Consultation evening is Wednesday 25th of September from 3.15pm, by invitation only. Dates for the meetings this year are as follows:
· Wednesday 17th of January from 3.15pm
· Wednesday 30th of April from  3.15pm
· Wednesday 9th of July from 3.15pm
Invitations to sign up for a Consultation slot will be sent to relevant families via Arbor shortly before the scheduled dates. Thank you for your support with this important part of your child’s educational provision.

	The Essex Local Offer website[image: ]
Here’s a reminder of the link to information about SEND provision in Essex: The Local Offer. This section of the Council’s website provides valuable information on a range of topics, including:
· How to seek help
· Support with learning
· Health and wellbeing
· Finding support, activities, and groups
· Advice for young people
· Appeals, advice, and mediation
· Financial assistance
· Crisis support
The Council also hosts regular Essex Local Offer Roadshows for parents and carers. These events bring together various professionals, such as local support groups, education specialists, health teams, and social care providers, all under one roof to assist you. You can watch a short video to find out more about the roadshows. 
The next West Essex Roadshow will be held on Wednesday, 6th November, from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. There’s no need to sign up—feel free to drop in!

	Good Beginnings Course for parents

Good Beginnings is a face to face course for parents and carers of children aged 5 or under, who have autism or social communication needs, run by Essex County Council.

This course covers:
· understanding autism
· communication
· play
· sensory processing
· behaviour is communication
· eating, sleeping and toileting
· managing anxiety
A diagnosis of autism is not needed to access Good Beginnings. The course will be running in the following areas starting in October 2024:
· Braintree
· Basildon
· Epping
· Harwich

To apply for the course you need to fill in the application form. Due to high demand, it may be necessary to add your details to a waiting list for the next course with availability. For more information follow the link: Good Beginnings Course | Essex Local Offer

	ACL Community and Family[image: ]
Courses and Meet Up

ACL Community and Family Learning is a service offering a range of 
courses and SEND workshops for parents, carers and grandparents in Essex. For more information, follow the link: ACL Community and Family Learning
 
ACL are also offering a FREE SEND support meet up for parents/carers of SEND children (diagnosed and undiagnosed) taking place in various locations. See the poster below for further details. 
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